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ST PETER'S ANGLICAN CHURCH
229 Ruahine St., PO Box 5134
Terrace End. Palmerston North
Phone/Fax: (06) 358-5403
E-mail: stpeters@inspire.net.nz
Vicar
Rev Stuart Goodin……. 027 442 4867

Sundays
8am Holy Communion
10am Eucharist
10am Children’s Church
Sunday 2 October:
5pm – 7pm Youth Group

Church Wardens
John Freebairn (Vicar’s)….. 351 4706
Yvonne Rae (People’s) ……. 358 3962

Thursday 6,13,20,27 October:
7pm Craft Group
Monday 3,10,17,24,31 October:

Hon Priest Associate
Rev Ross Downes ………….. 323 2035
Rev Barbara Coles …………. 357 1884
Hon Vocational Deacon
Rev Faye Davenport ……027 636 5165
Vestry Members
David Barrett ………………. 358 8798
Joy-Anne Hughes…… 021 0845 5030
James Pettengill…… … 027 580 6320
Wayne Stokes…………. 027 408 1637

12pm: Silent prayer in the Lady Chapel.
Monday 3 October:
10am Seeking the Light.
Tuesday 4 October:
12.15pm Lunchtime Concert: Angie Cook
piano & students
Wednesday 5 October:
11am Operatunity Concert
7.15pm Vestry
Wednesday 5 October:

Church Contacts
AAW . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . …. 357 3859
Endowment Trust . . . . …….. 357 3970
Flower Guild . . . . . . . . . . …. 350 3082
Junior Church . . . . . . . . . 022 222 6425
Missions . . . . . . . . . . . . . 027 408 1637
Pastoral Care . . . . . . . . . . …. 358 5403
Messenger Editors
Yvonne & Allan Rae ………. 358 3962

10.30am AAW
Wednesday 12 October:
11.30am Eucharist
12.15pm Luscious Lunch
Sunday 23 October:
5pm – 7pm Youth Group
Sunday 23 October:
5pm Taize service
Saturday 29 October:
9am Singfest
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Looking for Christ
As kingfishers catch fire, dragonflies draw flame;
As tumbled over rim in roundy wells
Stones ring; like each tucked string tells, each hung bell's
Bow swung finds tongue to fling out broad its name;
Each mortal thing does one thing and the same:
Deals out that being indoors each one dwells;
Selves — goes itself; myself it speaks and spells,
Crying What I do is me: for that I came.
I say more: the just man justices;
Keeps grace: that keeps all his goings graces;
Acts in God's eye what in God's eye he is —
Christ — for Christ plays in ten thousand places,
Lovely in limbs, and lovely in eyes not his
To the Father through the features of men's faces.
In “As Kingfishers Catch Fire”, Gerard Manley Hopkins begins his reflection
with the kingfisher, one of the most colourful birds in England. It “catches fire”
as the sunlight brings its plumage to brightness. Similarly, the iridescent wings of
the dragonfly glint with a flame-like beauty. Hopkins is not just attentive to
sights; he also notices sounds: the tinkling of pebbles tossed down wells, the
plucking of strings on a musical instrument, and the ringing of bells as the
clapper, the “bow”, swings like a pendulum to strike the metal side. Each of
these animals and objects does exactly what its nature dictates, expressing the
essence that dwells inside it, its God-given purpose.
But do we notice? Do we even start to think about these kinds of things in this
kind of way? There is something tragic about human nature that seems to
determine that, as we grow from childhood into adulthood, we gradually lose a
sense of wonder, and stop paying attention to the handiwork of God around us.
Yes, we know it’s there, I suppose; but do we really stop to pay attention to it, to
study it, to really appreciate it, to wonder at it, to thank God for it. I find it so
easy to half notice something beautiful, and then to rush onward, busy in my
head with all that I have to attend to. On those occasions when I do actually stop,
and look and truly see, I am caught up in the wonder of what God has made, and
my heart lifts in praise.
In his book Christ Plays in Ten Thousand Places, Eugene Peterson tells the
story of one Sister Lychen. (This story has become a favourite of mine). Sister
Lychen, a faithful Christian, never ventured away from her darkened house and
into the wonder of creation. Peterson imagines what might have been, had she
taken the time to look at what was there, so near to hand.
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He goes on to explain:
Worship is the primary means for forming us as participants in God’s work, but if
the blinds are drawn while we wait for Sunday, we aren’t in touch with the work
that God is actually doing. These Genesis work-rhythms are reproduced in our
lives and brought to focus in the Sabbath-rest command that enables our
participation. When we walk out of the place of worship, we walk with fresh,
recognizing eyes and a re-created obedient heart into the world in which we are
God’s image participating in God’s creation work. Everything we see, touch,
feel, and taste carries within it the rhythms of “And God said … and it was so …
and it was good….” We are more deeply in and at home in the creation than ever.
Looking for and appreciating beauty is an entirely appropriate thing for
human-beings to do. It is a reflection of the work of God, creating and sustaining
the universe. But we are called too to participate.
Salvation means being rescued from bondage to death and decay in the
present, to work for and enjoy the elements of God’s new creation today, as a
foretaste of that which will come in full when Christ returns and God finally
joins heaven and earth fully in the new creation he will establish. We are to be
partners in the project of God to establish “His kingdom on earth as it is in
heaven”. God is to become king of the whole world at last and his rescue of
human beings is so that they might be his rescuing stewards over all creation.
Christians can lead the way, portraying not only what beauty or pain a thing
possesses or should possess, but what is promised – what it will be. We must
grapple with the wounds of the world and the power and reality of resurrection,
responding to both at once – the present and the future – to make hope real in the
present.
And as part of that we see one-another with new eyes. Hopkins notes that God
works through humankind. For this to happen though, human-beings must be
truly what God intended them to be: and that means that they be agents of justice
and grace, because those things reflect the character of God. This is what it
means for one to become what in God’s eyes one is. God sees us as, in Christ,
we are.
God chooses to work through human-kind, pre-eminently through Jesus Christ,
and then in those who follow him – as Jesus said, “As the Father has sent me, I
am sending you”.
And so, as well as seeing God’s handiwork in the landscapes and things and
creatures of creation, I want to encourage you to pause in the same way with the
people you meet: be attentive, listen, look for, and wonder at the activity of
Christ within them,
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“Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is
right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable – if anything is
excellent or praiseworthy – think about such things.” (Philippians 4:8)
For Christ plays in ten thousand places,
Lovely in limbs, and lovely in eyes not his
To the Father through the features of men’s faces.
Stuart
Deacon’s Dismissal: Sharing God in the Workplace
When I completed my nursing training in the 1980s there was no cultural
safety component. The term cultural safety was first proposed by Dr. Irihapeti
Ramsden and Māori nurses in the 1990s. In 1992 the Nursing Council of New
Zealand (NCNZ) made cultural safety a requirement for nursing and midwifery
education.
In the teaching of cultural safety in nursing we talk about cultural awareness,
cultural sensitivity and cultural safety. Awareness refers to the nurse’s awareness
of, including reflection, on his/her own beliefs and values. This includes
considering the potential impact of the nurse’s beliefs and values on the patient.
Sensitivity is the nurse’s sensitivity to the beliefs and values of the other, the
patient. The effective bringing together of the awareness and sensitivity is
cultural safety. Whether the nurse is practicing in a culturally safe manner is for
the patient and/or their family to determine (rather than the nurse say he/she is
practicing in a culturally safe way).
The Nursing Council of New Zealand is the regulatory body for nurses. On the
website there are a number of core documents that guide nursing practice. One of
these is the following: Guidelines for Cultural Safety, the Treaty of Waitangi and
Maori Health in Nursing Education and Practice (2011).
The NCNZ’s definition of cultural safety is: The effective nursing practice of a
person or family from another culture, and is determined by that person or
family. Culture includes, but is not restricted to, age or generation; gender; sexual
orientation; occupation and socioeconomic status; ethnic origin or migrant
experience; religious or spiritual belief; and disability. The nurse delivering the
nursing service will have undertaken a process of reflection on his or her own
cultural identity and will recognise the impact that his or her personal culture has
on his or her professional practice. Unsafe cultural practice comprises any action
which diminishes, demeans or dis-empowers the cultural identity and well being
of an individual (p.7).
The nurse is not expected to be the expert on every culture and the related
needs. He/she is expected to have the knowledge and skill to access the
information required. This may include engaging with the patient, family,
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cultural leaders as identified by the patient with the aim of the nurse being
appropriately informed. This will enable cultural needs to be assessed and
effectively addressed in the care provided.
Why am I sharing this with you? We live in times that are diverse – ethnically,
culturally. This includes diversity in terms of values and beliefs. That diversity is
an opportunity to teach and learn from each other.
Christ accepted everyone. Christ was all inclusive. He sat and ate with those
others shunned or thought not worthy of the time and attention.
While we might not agree with everyone, it is important to be respectful and
listen to the views of others. Nor do others need to agree with us. It is the
conversations that are important. Cultural awareness, sensitivity and safety don’t
only apply to nursing.
Faye
Liminal Time
A friend travelling to India messaged me that he had almost forgotten how
exciting places like airports can be. Personally, I couldn’t possibly agree, but I do
understand his exhilaration about once more journeying across the world. And I
understand the thrill of the tensions airports can be for some people, because in
many ways airports are liminal spaces, a place of tautness and transition between
here and there. From the Latin “limen,” liminal simply means threshold, or a time
between the familiar and the unknown. It’s what one author refers to as the
“balancing on the unseen.”
Faith is naturally evolving. That is what the Holy Spirit is doing, day by day.
Old certainties no longer happen, and certainly the Covid pandemic has shown us
that. It has, to say the least, been a bit of a shake up, and we aren’t entirely sure
about what comes next. Will it be better and truer than what we leave behind. Is
that why, for some of us, liminal spaces can feel very uncomfortable.
The spiritual journey consists of many liminal spaces between being and
becoming. Whenever we find ourselves between here and not yet, standing on the
threshold of knowing and unknowing, we are in divine time. It is here in this
necessary time between times that we learn to surrender, to let go of our urge to
know anything with any lasting certainty. As much as we’d rather skip this step
and go directly to reconstruction, (please can we bury the wretched Covid), to
something new, we dare not or we will miss what this precious space has to
teach. For many who recall the heady days of post-WWII Britain and Europe,
we will recall the amazing guidance of a Queen, who while grasping the new era
in both hands, was a beacon of
stability and oneness.
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My friend also wrote this: Facing a time of uncertainty, I generally respond
negatively by second-guessing myself or blaming my anxiety either on others or
on circumstances out of my control, like a delayed flight, or ‘they’ got my ticket
wrong. But this will only add stress upon stress causing me to spiral into a level
of self-loathing and resentment. Maybe you do something similar. In fact, odds
are many of you are experiencing liminal space right now, caught somewhere
between hope and regret - times they are a-changing. Instead of resisting this
time of uncertainty, we should rest in it.
Sit in hopeful expectation that this ‘gate’ will lead you from where you no
longer wish to be to a place you never dreamed it possible you might be. If you
muster the courage to do so, what might change at your heart-level if you see this
tender moment as a sacred threshold rather than an inconvenience?
For some, transition and change aren’t new. You’ve already experienced
liminal spaces in your spiritual and physical life. Coming there again, it’s good to
ask, what was it like? And what might I, we, do differently now, and the next
time we find ourselves caught in the moment between two worlds?
Br Graham-Michoel and friend Richard Pearson.

ORGANIC BUZZ
BROADTOP SHOPPING
CENTRE
Your Total Organic Wholefoods
Grocer

Gluten Free & Paleo Bread
Natural Skincare &
Supplements

353 0549
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Historical Snapshots: This Month is the 55th Anniversary of our Church’s
Consecration.
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The Church Consecration Procession
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Mental Health Awareness Week: 26 September to 2 October
The theme this year is Reconnect with the people and places that lift us up.
Talk and listen - Be there.
The ability to form relationships is part of what makes us human. Positive
social interactions make us feel happy, connected and secure. Building
meaningful relationships with family/whānau, friends and the community goes a
long way to increasing our sense of belonging and strengthening personal
wellbeing. Through sharing experiences, we can discover how we can help
others. It also means that during times of distress we have the support we need to
get through.
Connect with people who make you feel valued. This might include your
whānau/family, friends, colleagues and neighbours. Here are some examples:
•
Smile at someone else. Greet them with “Good Morning”.
•
Take the time to find out something you didn’t know about someone you
know.
•
Contact a friend you have not seen or spoken to for a while.
•
Reach out to someone who may be lonely and invite them to spend time
with you.
•
Connect with someone you’ve lost touch with on social media and share a
happy memory you have of them.
•
Introduce yourself to a new parent or family at your child’s school.
•
Eat dinner with the whānau. Play a game of ‘table talk’ where each person
reports about their day’s events including the best thing that happened, the
funniest thing and anything they didn’t enjoy.
•
Take time to read your local newspaper or newsletter – find out what’s
going on in your area.
•
Host a potluck catch up or BBQ with neighbours, friends or whānau.
•
Join a group: it could be your local sports team, book club, choir - whatever
interests you most!
•
Organise a baby photo competition with friends or colleagues – match the
person to the baby!
•
Connect with the whenua; grab some mates and get into the great outdoors go on a bush walk, go surfing or mountain bike riding.
•
Have a family WIFI, TV and text-free day and bring out the old board
games.
For further resources: www.mentalhealth.org.nz.
Bible verse: 1 Peter 5: 6-7: “Humble yourselves, therefore, under God’s
mighty hand, that he may lift you up in due time. Cast all your anxiety on him
because he cares for you.”
Rev Faye Davenport, RN
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Lunchtime Concert
A very small audience was, however, very
appreciative of the performance by Colin
Decio and Ingrid Prosser at the lunchtime
concert on 6th September.
The programme was a delightful mix of
piano works interspersed with poems and the
two blended together to create a peaceful
scene. The piano works were composed by
Colin and are contained in his Preludes Book 2.
The programme commenced with Colin
playing Preludes 1 & 2, Ingrid read The Lake
Isle of Inisfree (W.B.Yeats), Preludes 3 & 4
then Aedh Wishes for Cloths of Heaven
(Yeats), Preludes 7 & 6, Autumn (Longfellow), Prelude 8, The Arrow and the
Song (Longfellow) and the preludes concluded with 10 and 9.
Ingrid read four of her poems, Whitebeam, Portscatho, Equinox at Otaki
Beach, and A-top the Malvern Hills. To conclude their programme Colin played
Beethoven’s Moonlight Sonata, 1st Movement – a beautiful end to a meditative
programme.
On 4th October Angie Cook, pianist and music teacher, will be bringing some
of her students and there will also be clarinet solos by Ingrid Vlieg. This is a
programme to look forward to. Come and join us at 12.15.

For Professional Advice &
Experience

ANDERSON
MEMORIALS
707 Main Street Phone/Fax (06) 356 4782
Email: pn@anderson-memorials.co.nz

www.anderson-memorials.co.nz
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Missions
Waikanae AAW was the hostess for the annual Diocesan Mission Day for
Overseas and Outreach on Saturday 15th August.
Rev Lance Lukis was the guest speaker in the morning. For a Chaplain to the
Seafarer’s Mission, his opening remarks regarding cats came as quite a surprise –
but not for long. Cats, yours and your neighbours, may eat portions of fish in
little blue pouches – cost $2.25. There were statistics to back this up. There are
1000s of cats and many must eat white fish in little blue pouches.
These little white fish are caught at night when they are out and about.
Smallish trawlers are used, manned mostly but not always, by Pilipino sailors.
Nothing wrong with that. Somebody has to do the work. But these boats are out
at sea for long periods of time connecting with mother ships here and there where
there is an exchange of fish for fuel, fresh food etc. The sailors have poor food,
appalling conditions, sometimes no pay, boats just disappear and many men
commit suicide. Is your cat worth that?
On a happier note, ships and boats that come into Wellington Harbour are
given the opportunity of a warm welcome and personal items such as beanies,
McDonalds, cigarettes etc. and a helping hand if needed.
The guest speaker in the afternoon was Chris Singh, a new member of the
Anglican Mission Board. He was also happy for the ladies to tell him what the
AAW does, projects supported, funds raised and new ideas being mooted by the
Anglican Board of Missions. It was a very pleasant time of sharing.
A very worthwhile day and later will come news of Diocesan AAW advent
services.
Janice Viles

Wedding: Cameron & Judith Warner 2 September.
In Memoriam: Jill Arlidge 28 September.
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October: Health Literacy Month
Building health literacy through action
Personal health literacy is the degree to which individuals have the ability to
find, understand, and use information and services to inform health-related
decisions
and
actions
for
themselves
and
others.
Organizational health literacy is the degree to which organizations equitably
enable individuals to find, understand, and use information and services to inform
health-related decisions and actions for themselves and others.
There are some simple ways to begin:
Take charge of your own health –
• Do you have a regular check-up
with your Doctor? Do you visit with
a list of questions?
• Are you informed about any chronic
illness you, or a family member
have?
• Do you know what medications you
are on and what they are for, the
possible side effects, any possible
contra-indications (e.g. the need to
avoid specific foods)?
• Do you know what your usual blood pressure and pulse readings are?
And what this means for you?
• Where do you access health related information? Is this a reliable source?
How do you know?
• Can you help to educate others or provide them with quality resources?
Being informed about our own health is a great place to begin.
For further resources: www.healthliteracymonth.org
Bible verse: Proverbs chapter 16, verse 24: “Gracious words are a honeycomb,
sweet to the soul and healing to the bones.”
Rev Faye Davenport, RN
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Anglicans Take on Global ‘Plastic Pandemic’ at the UN
Anglican representatives to the United Nations are celebrating the passing of a
major international agreement on plastic pollution, a breakthrough influenced in
part by the voices and experiences they were able to share from faith
communities.
At the start of March, the United Nations Environmental Assembly (UNEA),
the world’s overarching decision-making body on environmental issues, reached
an historic resolution to tackle what they called the “epidemic” of single-use
plastics. The resolution commits signatories to reaching a legally-binding
agreement on plastics by 2024.
As an accredited observer at the UNEA, the Anglican Consultative Council
(ACC) was able to play an important role to play in the negotiations, lobbying
ministers and representatives from some of the 173 member nations on behalf of
Anglicans.
The ACC drafted and co-signed a letter from global faith communities to the
Assembly, warning that the world is “facing a triple planetary crisis of climate
change, biodiversity loss and pollution” and calling on member states to
recognise that plastic pollution is a “pervasive and escalating phenomenon”
which requires urgent, co-ordinated global action.
Jack Palmer-White, the ACC’s Permanent Representative to the UN, said the
delegation’s commitment to environmental issues like plastic pollution was
grounded in the Marks of Mission, which call on Anglicans to “safeguard the
integrity of creation”.
“What brings our work to life is the lived experience of local Anglicans, every
day in every context around the world,” he said. As a global body representing
some 80 million people with a huge variety of backgrounds and cultures, the
ACC is uniquely placed to confront UN delegates with the realities of plastic
pollution, he said, and what churches are already doing to tackle the issue.
“I think that's what makes faith voices at the UN have impact. Beyond just
talking about the moral and ethical reasons why this is important, we're actually
doing it.”
.
Anglican Community News Service March 25, 2022.
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Training Day
The gathering of people in happy conversation, the smell of coffee brewing
and a welcoming of friends from near and far is always a good place to be. This
was the case at the beginning of August at the Central Baptist church – the
Northern Diocesan Training Day.
Bishops Justin and Ellie were enjoying the English summer attending the
Bishop’s conference. Archdeacon David Rowe welcomed the assembly and St
Stephen’s team from Marton led us in worship, prayer and song. Rev Alison
Robinson’s reflection was on Matthew 14 - the demise of John the Baptist and
the sadness, to the compassion shown by Jesus in the feeding of the 5,000. She
reflected on the upsetting times since Covid-19 hit and asked for compassion to
be shown around even in times of stress.
Although there were a wide range of workshops to choose from, I found two
that resonated with me, so off to hear what Rev Peter Watson and friends are
doing at St Matthews, Masterton. The parish is endowed with ample land and
spacious buildings so they have been able to resourcefully turn this bounty into
usefulness. There has been a lot of prayer, commitment, communication and
perseverance but to mention a few descriptive words to put this into action –
community gardens and creating rooms in buildings more attractively. A must
see and exciting programme.
Lunch of salads and wraps, interspersed with coffee, chatter and anecdotes.
My next choice was Alistair Davis’s workshop – not so much a workshop but
a wonderful story of faith at work. An executive for many years, culminating in
becoming CEO of Toyota NZ he had quite a story to tell. The difference between
expectation in the workplace to pleasing God. He told of his waiting and listening
to God before making decisions in his choice of workplace, the outcomes of
changes in people’s lives within the workplace. He spoke of the faithfulness of
Joshua, of obedience and reward. Today – intelligent faith, Tomorrow –
liberating faith – Obey.
Many participants stayed on to attend the second session but I had places to go
and promises to keep. Such days as these take considerable organisation. People
give generously of their precious time. They all have a story to tell, a willingness
to share. It’s not a Training Day and Workshops sound like work. These are days
to reflect, learn, be inspired and an opportunity to think outside the box. It is not a
day for old, young, clergy, or ….. It is a day for everyone and I urge you to think
seriously about attending the next one. You will not be disappointed.
Janice Viles
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Vestry Vibes
The Vestry meeting was held on 31st August 2022 in St Peter’s Community
Hall. The reflection and prayer were from Philippians 4:4-8. The teaching
moment discussed Nurture and Challenge – cosy culture, bored culture, stressed
culture, transformational culture. Where does our parish fit in this?
The Special Focus this month was Property and five questions had been given
to vestry members prior to the meeting to prompt discussion. Are we faithful
stewards: Is our property fit for purpose now and the future: What weaknesses do
we face around property: How can we make better use of our property: Potential
development of the grassed area. Considerable discussion ensued with historical
information added in. Other issues are the seismic strengthening, drainage, City
Council by-laws, parishioner apathy and Diocesan Board of Trustee involvement.
• Concern was expressed at the darkness of the carpark at night. The
sensor could be adjusted.
• There was considerable discussion about Covid measures.
Communion is still to be in one kind although it will be offered at the altar
rail.
• The offertory plate will remain permanently at the crossing with a
laminated sign.
• The Covid situation will be reviewed at the next meeting.
• Thanks have been received from the Diocesan team for the assistance
parish members gave at the recent Training Day.
• A Pyrus calleryana ‘Aristocrat’ tree (flowering pear) has been
supplied by PNCC. In due course there will be a simple ceremony after the
10am service and a suitable plaque will explain the significance of the tree.
• The vicar’s report told of the progress that has been made with
pastoral care, the positive response to the stewardship campaign, Covid
measures and the Training Day.
• Other points in the vicar’s report were his attendance at Bishop Ellie’s
farewell, meeting with Rev Helen Milne, forthcoming annual leave and
other meetings attended such as ACROSS, Diocesan Board of Trustees and
Synod Steering Committee.
• The Treasurer (Allan) reported that financial tracking is well on
budget. Some hall bookings are already made for next year. The rental has
been received from Spark for their use of the tower.
• Vestry made a donation to the parish of All Saints Nelson to assist
with storm and flood damage. It was suggested that donations also be
sought from parishioners.
The next meeting is scheduled for October 5th 2022.
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St Peter’s AAW
The August monthly service was followed by morning tea. Rev Stuart was
welcomed and provided an overview of a proposed Pastoral Plan for the parish.
Having held one afternoon session and another planned, this was a golden
opportunity to cover a wider cross-section of our parish and it proved to be most
informative.
In thanking Stuart, we were also able to welcome back Githa (leader) and
Graeme. Circle magazine was distributed as was Diocesan news. Githa has been
knitting small garments for babies in hospital and a box of beanies and goodies
are ready to go to the Seafarers Mission.
Janice Viles
Can you believe it is nearly October? It should be a time of settled weather but
rain, hail and then sunshine has been our lot, but we look forward to better Spring
weather.
The September meeting of the St Peter’s Group began with us gathering
together in the Lady Chapel. With Rev Stuart on leave, we enjoyed the company
of Rev Barbara Coles who delivered a homily on the 23rd Psalm.
We are now fast approaching the end of 2022, a time once again to prepare the
boxes for Terrace End School, to be distributed to families in need at Christmas
time.
Donations to the office of Christmas wrapping paper and small gifts for ages
between 5 and 10 year old children would be greatly appreciated.
Phone Githa Warrington 06 357 3859 or 021 2502811 for any enquiries.
Githa Warrington

Coffee On The Terrace
Cnr Broadway Avenue and
Ruahine Street
Palmerston North.
Phone 354 2772
coffeeontheterrace@gmail.com

TERRACE END
BARBER SHOP
341 Broadway Avenue
Palmerston North
359 3553
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Split in the Australian Anglican Church
In the opening address of this year’s Global Anglican Futures Conference
(GAFCON) Australasia, Bishop Richard Condie announced the creation of the
Diocese of the Southern Cross. In Bishop Condie’s words: “the Diocese of the
Southern Cross is a new structure for Anglicans in Australia who can no longer
sit under the authority of their bishop”.
The reasons behind the creation of the Diocese of the Southern Cross are
complex. On its web page, GAFCON Australia states: “At the recent General
Synod, a majority of bishops were unable to uphold the Bible’s ancient teaching
on marriage and sexual ethics”.
However, in his response to the announcement of the creation of the Diocese
of the Southern Cross, the Primate of the Australian Anglican Church
Archbishop Geoff Smith noted: “The meeting of the General Synod held in May
this year clearly affirmed the view that marriage is between a man and a woman,
and declined to affirm same sex marriage. It is perplexing therefore that the
leaders of this breakaway movement cite the reason for this new denomination as
the failure of General Synod to explicitly express an opinion against the blessing
of same sex marriages”.
While much has already been said about the split in the press and elsewhere,
the future is very much unknown. Parallel Anglican organisations have
previously been set up in other parts of the world including New Zealand, the
United States and Canada with varying degrees of success.
The words of Archbishop Smith sum up the current position of the church
well: “My conviction is that the Anglican Church of Australia can find a way to
stay together, graciously reflecting God’s great love, with our differences held
sincerely. This week’s announcement makes achieving that end more difficult but
not impossible”.
Source: https://www.anglicantaonga.org.nz/ Downloaded 25 August.
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Manawatu’s No1 Seafood Supplier
For all your seafood requirements
Fresh NZ fish varieties delivered daily and
processed by our team of experts

Seasonal seafood like Whitebait, Bluff
Oysters, Kina, Scallops, Mutton Birds
Largest selection of frozen Prawns,
Scallops, Calamari, Crab,
prepared seafoods
Creating the best experience in
seafood and service
Call our team today
06 353 1315
Open 7days
298 Broadway Avenue
Palmerston North
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